Saltcake Resources

Saltcake is the slag generated during the recovery of aluminum in Rotary Furnaces. To maximize metal
recovery, a salt flux is often added to aluminum scrap and dross in the recovery process, and the residue
resulting from that aluminum recovery process is referred to as saltcake or saltslag. Saltcake typically
contains 3-10% metallic aluminum, 20-60% aluminum oxide and 20-80% salt.

If disposed without further processing, saltcake or salt slag can be safely transported and disposed in
non-hazardous landfills when proper care is taken and material handling guidelines are met. However,
uncertainties regarding what saltcake is and its proper handling have led to an uneven approach to
management practices as well as differing regulatory responses.

Therefore, the Aluminum Association is providing the following information regarding saltcake
management in order to ensure that both the aluminum industry and the waste industry manage
saltcake responsibly.
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e Secondary Aluminum Processing Waste: Baghouse Dust Characterization and Reactivity,
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e Modeling Thermal Changes at Municipal Solid Waste Landfills: A Case Study of the Co-Disposal
of Secondary Aluminum Processing Waste, EPA/600/R-16/174/November 2016

e Saltcake and Baghouse Dust Landfill Management Recommendations and Considerations
October 2018



https://www.aluminum.org/sites/default/files/2022-07/Saltcake_Position_Paper_100217_Final.pdf
https://www.aluminum.org/sites/default/files/2022-07/Research_Summary_Document_100317.pdf
https://cfpub.epa.gov/si/si_public_record_report.cfm?dirEntryId=311174
https://cfpub.epa.gov/si/si_public_record_report.cfm?dirEntryId=311174
https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyNET.exe/P100S8OC.TXT?ZyActionD=ZyDocument&Client=EPA&Index=2011+Thru+2015&Docs=&Query=&Time=&EndTime=&SearchMethod=1&TocRestrict=n&Toc=&TocEntry=&QField=&QFieldYear=&QFieldMonth=&QFieldDay=&IntQFieldOp=0&ExtQFieldOp=0&XmlQuery=&File=D:/zyfiles/Index%20Data/11thru15/Txt/00000026/P100S8OC.txt&User=ANONYMOUS&Password=anonymous&SortMethod=h|-&MaximumDocuments=1&FuzzyDegree=0&ImageQuality=r75g8/r75g8/x150y150g16/i425&Display=hpfr&DefSeekPage=x&SearchBack=ZyActionL&Back=ZyActionS&BackDesc=Results%20page&MaximumPages=1&ZyEntry=1&SeekPage=x&ZyPURL
https://nepis.epa.gov/Exe/ZyNET.exe/P100S8OC.TXT?ZyActionD=ZyDocument&Client=EPA&Index=2011+Thru+2015&Docs=&Query=&Time=&EndTime=&SearchMethod=1&TocRestrict=n&Toc=&TocEntry=&QField=&QFieldYear=&QFieldMonth=&QFieldDay=&IntQFieldOp=0&ExtQFieldOp=0&XmlQuery=&File=D:/zyfiles/Index%20Data/11thru15/Txt/00000026/P100S8OC.txt&User=ANONYMOUS&Password=anonymous&SortMethod=h|-&MaximumDocuments=1&FuzzyDegree=0&ImageQuality=r75g8/r75g8/x150y150g16/i425&Display=hpfr&DefSeekPage=x&SearchBack=ZyActionL&Back=ZyActionS&BackDesc=Results%20page&MaximumPages=1&ZyEntry=1&SeekPage=x&ZyPURL
https://cfpub.epa.gov/si/si_public_record_Report.cfm?dirEntryId=337537
https://cfpub.epa.gov/si/si_public_record_Report.cfm?dirEntryId=337537
https://www.aluminum.org/sites/default/files/2022-07/SC-BHD_Landfill_Management_Document_Final_100118.pdf
https://www.aluminum.org/sites/default/files/2022-07/SC-BHD_Landfill_Management_Document_Final_100118.pdf

